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Name:    Esther M. Kepplinger 

Date and Place of Birth:  March 28, 1949, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Citizenship:   United States 

Education:    

1971 -  BS, Biology, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA. 

1971-1973 Graduate studies, Biochemistry, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, 

Pennsylvania 

2000 Certificate of Advanced Public Management, Maxwell School of Citizenship and 

Public Affairs, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York 

Professional Positions: 

 2005-  Chief Patent Counselor, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

1973-2005  United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 

 Deputy Commissioner for Patent Operations- 2000-2005 

 Director, Technology Center 1700 (Chemical and Materials Engineering), 3700 
(Mechanical and Medical Devices) 

Supervisory Patent Examiner (Supervised Art Unit handling Immunoassays and 
Specific Binding Assays (1990-1994) and another examining Food Technology 
(1996))   

 Biotechnology Practice Specialist 

 Patent Examiner, biotechnology (1973-1990), food technology (1973-1976)  

Honors and Awards: 

 Senior Executive Service Meritorious Rank Award, United States Government 

 Two Gold and two Bronze medals from the United States Department of Commerce 

 Intellectual Property Today, Who’s Who in IP, 2001 

 Gold Medal from United States Department of Commerce on 2013 as PPAC member 

Professional Affiliations: 

 Vice- Chair of Patent Public Advisory Committee (PPAC) to USPTO 

 



 

Member of American Intellectual Property Law Association (AIPLA) 

 Special Committee on Legislation- member 

 Chair- Patent Relations with USPTO Committee 

 Global Harmonization Committee- member 

 

Office Address:  Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

1700 K Street, NW, Fifth Floor 

Washington, D.C.  20006-3817 

(202) 973-8810 (direct) 

(703) 623-5202 (cell) 

(202) 973-8899 (fax) 

(202) 973-8800 (receptionist) 

ekepplinger@wsgr.com 

Home Address:  1338 Princeton Place 

   Wexford, PA 15090 

(703) 623-5202 (cell) 

   (724) 719-2424 (home) 

(724) 719-2565 (home office) 

   (703) 371-9353 (personal cell) 

   

  

 


